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TAGS: PARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUB J : MBFR: ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF COMMUNIQUE PROPOSAL 

AT ITS MEETING OF MAY 31, THE AD HOC GROUP AUTHORIZED UK REP 
(BOLLAND) TO PRESENT SOVIET REPS WITH AN ADVANCE COPY OF THE 
PORTIONS OF THE NATO COMMUNIQUE WHICH DEAL WITH MBFR. THE GROUP 
ALSO APPROVED THE ATTACHED SPEAKING NOTES FOR UK REP'S USE AT 
THAT MEETING WHICH TOOK PLACE AT 1700 VIENNA TIME ON MAY 31. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

SPEAKING NOTE 

1 . 1 HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE WESTERN REPRESENTATIVES TO 
COMMUNICATE TO THE EASTERN REPRESENTATIVES IN ADVANCE OF ITS 
PUBLICATION THE TEXT OF THE PASSAGE ON THE VIENNA NEGOTIATIONS 
IN THE COMMUNIQUE OF THE MEETING OF THE NATO MINISTERS WHICH 
CLOSES TODAY IN WASHINGTON. 
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2. IN GIVING YOU THIS ADVANCE NOTICE, I HAVE TO ASK YOU TO REGARD 
THE TEXT AS CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL PUBLICATION AND TO CHECK IT AGAINST 
THE COMMUNIQUE AS FINALLY PUBLISHED. 

3. YOU WILL SEE FROM THIS TEXT THAT THE WESTERN MINISTERS ARE 
VERY INTERESTED IN ACHIEVING SUBSTANTIAL AND EARLY PROGRESS IN 
OUR NEGOTIATIONS. 
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(4. CONTINGENCY 

IN ANSWER TO EASTERN QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSAL FOR A 
FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING, UK REPRESENTATIVE WOULD SAY THAT HE 
WAS NOT ABLE TO ADD ANYTHING TO WHAT HE HAD ALREADY SAID. THE 
TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE SPOKE FOR ITSELF.) 

END TEXT. 

FOLLOWING IS UK REP’S REPORT OF HIS DISCUSSION WITH TARASOV: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

1 . ACCOMPANIED BY MR. GILT MORE, I CALLED ON MR. TARASOV AND MR. 
SHUSTOV TO GIVE THEM THE TEXT OF SECTION ON MBFR IN THE COMMUNIQUE 
OF THE NAC MINISTERIAL MEETING IN WASHINGTON ON 30 AND 31 MAY. 

2. 1 EXPLAINED THE PURPOSE OF THE CALL, AND READ OUT, USING THE 
LANGUAGE APPROVED BY THE AHG, THE APPROPRIATE PART OF THE 
COMMUNIQUE. I THEN HANDED TARASOV A COPY OF THE TEXT WHICH HE 
SAID HE WOULD TRANSMIT TO MOSCOW. 

3. TARASOV SAID THAT, ALTHOUGH HE UNDERSTOOD I COULD MAKE NO 
COMMENTS, HE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF I WOULD CONFIRM HIS UNDERSTANDING 
OF CERTAIN EXPRESSIONS IN THE ENGLISH TEXT. FIRST, HE ASKED IF 

THE VERB "WILL PROPOSE" IN THE LAST SENTENCE INDICATED THAT THE 
NATO MINISTERS WERE NOT NOW PROPOSING A MEETING AT FOREIGN 
MINISTER LEVEL BUT MIGHT DO SO AT SOME TIME IN THE FUTURE. I 
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SAID ONLY THAT THE VERB WAS IN THE FUTURE TENSE. SECONDLY, HE 
STATED THAT THE REFERENCE TO "SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS" IN THE LAST 
SENTENCE WAS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE SAME WORDS IN THE PENULTIMATE 
SENTENCE. I SAID MERELY THAT THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE SPOKE FOR 
ITSELF. 

4. TARASOV THEN MADE SEVERAL REMARKS WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS HIS 
FIRST, PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS. 

5. HE SAID THAT THIS PROPOSAL DID NOT BRING ANY SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE 
IN THE WESTERN POSITION. MINISTERS IN WASHINGTON HAD DISCUSSED 
PLANS TO INCREASE THEIR FORCES IN CENTRAL EUROPE. IN THIS CONNEC- 
TION, THE PROPOSAL FOR A FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING, THOUGH 
INTERESTING IN ITSELF, SUBSTANTIALLY LOST ITS VALUE. ALLIANCE PLANS 
TO INCREASE ITS FORCES IN THE AREA GAVE RISE TO SCEPTICISM ABOUT 
THE GENUINENESS OF WESTERN "DETERMINATION TO BRING THE TALKS 

TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION". 

6. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS WERE MORE DIFFICULT 

AND OFFERED LESS PROSPECT OF SUCCESS WHEN ONE SIDE WAS DELIBERATELY 
INCREASING ITS FORCES, PARTICULARLY AT THE TIME OF THE UNSSD. 

THIS DID NOT HELP TO IMPROVE THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE TALKS. 
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7. IN REPLY, I REPEATED THAT NATO MINISTERS WERE DETERMINED TO 
MOVE THE NEGOTIATIONS FORWARD. THERE WAS NO CAUSE FOR SCEPTICISM. 
ON THE CONTRARY. THIS PROPOSAL WAS AN IMPORTANT POTENTIAL CONTRI- 
BUTION TO OUR BUSINESS IN VIENNA. 

8. IN ANSWERING TARASOV'S ALLEGATIONS ABOUT WESTERN FORCE IN- 
CREASES, I SAID THAT NEGOTIATORS IN VIENNA SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON 
REACHING AN ARMS CONTROL AGREEMENT AND NOT MERELY EXCHANGE 
CHARGES AND COUNTER-CHARGES ABOUT FORCE IMPROVEMENTS. 

END TEXT. RESOR 
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